[EXPLORING ISSUES]

Helping Students and Researchers Understand Today’s Complex Issues

Navigate issues by
thumbnail image or
category/list view.

Iy

[EXPLORING ISSUES] Resources «+ Q

ENERGY & THE ENVIRONMENT

[HOT ISSUE]

CRIME & VIOLENCE

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CARS

HOW SHOULD IMMIGRATION LAWS Q=
ENFORCI aat

Loyt
[EXPLORING ISSUES]

Responsive design optimized
for use on mobile devices and
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coverage and clear
analysis of timely
complex and contro-
versial issues.
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clear pro/con presentations
promote critical thinking
and reading.

Exploring Issues is a new, cost-effective, and accessible digital resource that provides focused coverage and
clear analysis of timely, complex, and controversial issues. Every topic is covered with an unbiased overview, thorough
and clear pro/con presentations, critical-thinking questions, color infographics and statistics that support positions,
cited primary and secondary source quotes, and an annotated list of related organizations for further research. The
easy site navigation is enhanced with tools such as Google Drive, PDF download, e-mail/share, and MLA/APA citation
export. Its user-friendly and clean design make it a “must have” resource for middle and high school research papers, debate
ﬂeferencePoint preparation, persuasive essay writing, and class discussions.
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Clean and user-friendly
design makes information
easy to access and doesn’t

Student and teacher

resources include

downloadable guides

about critical thin

overwhelm the user.

e and writing.
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‘OVERVIEW: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

In the television show 30 Days, Morgan Spurlock, a documentary
filmmaker and the director of the film Super Size Me, asks people from
two different viewpoints to live with one another for thirty days. The

Expandable subheads

make it easy to scan and
find specific material, or
read entire article.

idea is that by meeting and talking firsthand with someone on the
other side of a debate, a theoretical issue will gain a human face and
give participants on both sides a different perspective. In season two

of the series, Spurlock asked a member of the vigilante group

Minuteman Civil Defense Corps to live with an illegal immigrant
family in East Los Angeles. The Minuteman group voluntarily patrols
the US-Mexico border looking for illegal immigrants and tipping off
the US Border Patrol when they spot them.

READ MORE

Each position includes an
infographic with a visual
representation of related

statistics or facts.
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HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
AFFECT THE ECONOMY?

The Debate at a Glance

lllegal Immigration Harms the US
Economy

lllegal Immigration Is Essential to the US
Economy

HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
IMPACT AMERICA'S SAFETY AND
SECURITY?

SHOULD ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS BE
OFFERED A PATH TO CITIZENSHIP?

HOW SHOULD IMMIGRATION LAWS
BE ENFORCED?

SOURCE NOTES

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION FACTS

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION INFOGRAPHICS

RELATED ORGANIZATIONS & WEBSITES

FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

RELATED ISSUES

Search within all topics with
keyword search.

Each page includes citation,
translation, sharing via email
or Google Classroom,
download to a computer or
Google Drive, and printing
tools.

Each issue includes

infographics gallery,
facts page, related
organizations, and
source note list

Each issue in Exploring Issues is made up of a series of articles including an overview of the issue, debates at a glance sum-
marizing each related controversy, and pro/con viewpoint articles. Each article includes documented primary and secondary
quotes and a full-color captioned infographic. Exploring Issues has been designed to offer easy access to the information
needed to get a basic understanding of the controversies surrounding each featured issue. Additional tools include printing,
downloading, sharing, translation, and automatic page citation in MLS, APA, and Chicago styles. The site is integrated with

www.referencepointdigital.com

1.888.479.6436

Google Classroom and Google Drive for easy use in the classroom or for assignments.
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HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION AFFECT THE ECONOMY?

Cited quotes from each (THE DEBATE AT A GLANCE) lllegal Immigration Harms the US

side of the argument give R_" Economy
voice to each viewpoint lllegal Immigration Is Essential to the US

Pro/Con presentation of
issues supports critical
thinking and reading.

HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
AFFECT THE ECONOMY?

The Debate at a Glance

Economy
lllegal Immigration Harms Illlegal Immigration Is
the US Economy Essential to the US

Economy HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

IMPACT AMERICA'S SAFETY AND
(19 SECURITY?
19

The defenders of illegal aliens . SHOULD ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS BE

... often assert that illegal aliens The research has found that OFFERED A PATH TO CITIZENSHIP?
only take jobs unwanted by immigrants—including the
U.S. workers. This is patently poor, uneducated ones coming HOW SHOULD IMMIGRATION LAWS
false because they are working from south of the border—have LGS

iDti in jobs in which U.S. workers abig positive impact on the
Source descriptions are also employed—whether in economy over the long run, SUMRCE Notee
encourage critical construction, agricultural bolstering the profitability of
R T harvesting or service American firms [and] reducing ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION FACTS
reading and thinking. professions. " the prices of some products and
services. * ILLECAL IMMIGRATION INFOGRAPHICS

THE FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN
IMMIGRATION REFORM (FAIR), A

PRIVATE ORGANIZATION THAT EDUARDO PORTER, REPORTER FOR
WORKS TO REFORM IMMIGRATION THE NEW YORK TIMES.

LAWS AND TO PREVENT ILLEGAL

RELATED ORGANIZATIONS & WEBSITES

FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The main arguments
for each position are
outlined.

- Illegal immigrants mostly take unskilled
or low-level jobs that US citizens do not
want.
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- Illegal immigrants take jobs away from
American citizens and drive down wages.
 The money illegal immigrants provide to
Social Security helps support the aging US
population.

- Illegals are a burden on the American
taxpayer because they use social services
such as health care, food stamps, and low-
cost housing without paying enough back
in taxes to offset the cost.

- Because illegals are afraid to access many
social services that they pay into through
their jobs, they help subsidize these

 The children of illegals place an unfair services for others,

burden on the education system.

SEE FULL ARGUMENT
SEE FULL ARGUMENT ©)

CITE THIS PAGE

Every article includes
automatic citation
in APA, MLS, and
! efeteng;ePoint Chicago Styles.
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www.referencepointdigital.com
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Each viewpoint article
opens with documented
quote expressing view.

Focus questions engage the
reader, encourage critical
thinking, and can be used
for class discussions and
writing assignments.
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ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION HARMS THE US ECONOMY

The defenders of illegal aliens . . . often assert that illegal aliens
only take jobs unwanted by U.S. workers. This is patently false
because they are working in jobs in which U.S. workers are also
employed—whether in construction, agricultural harvesting or
service professions.

THE FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN IMMIGRATION REFORM (FAIR), A PRIVATE

ORGANIZATION THAT WORKS TO REFORM IMMIGRATION LAWS AND TO PREVENT
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION.

FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN IMMIGRATION REFORM, “ILLEGAL ALIENS TAKING U.S. JOBS (2013)."
MARCH 2013. WWW.FAIRUS.ORG.

FOCUS QUESTIONS

Consider these questions as you read:

1. People on both sides of the debate agree that some job loss occurs
because of illegal immigration, but they disagree on the severity of
the impact. How important are job losses in the debate over illegal
immigration’s impact on the US economy? Explain.

2. Some commentators believe that Americans would be willing to take
menial jobs if they offered higher pay. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

VALLEY CROSSING ELEMENTARY

RESOURCES -

SELECTISSUE + 99 Qz [ad ™Y
HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
AFFECT THE ECONOMY?

The Debate at a Glance

lllegal Immigration Harms the US
Economy

lllegal Immigration Is Essential to the US

Economy

HOW DOES ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
IMPACT AMERICA'S SAFETY AND
SECURITY?

SHOULD ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS BE
OFFERED A PATH TO CITIZENSHIP?
HOW SHOULD IMMIGRATION LAWS
BE ENFORCED?

Easily navigate to
different issues with
drop down menu.

Question/Answer issue
navigation guides users
directly to the informa-
tion they need.

3. Why does the author think that America is ambivalent about illegal
immigration? Do you agree or disagree? Explain your answer.

Accordion navigation
allows users to easily scan

Each position is supported
by full-color captioned in-
fographics and primary and
secondary source quotes
with citation export.

the main arguments for a
specific topic, or view the
complete article.

INTRODUCTION

EMPLOYERS ARE MOTIVATED BY GREED

ILLEGALS ARE A DRAIN ON THE ECONOMY

THE US DOLLAR BOLSTERS THE MEXICAN ECONOMY
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includes an introduction o0
presenting the main points
gl immigrants are prefered over citizens because of the almighty

discussed dollar. Employers fnd that fllegals il wark fr e han thei ciizen
N Editor’s note: The dis ion that follow: ma ‘counterparts, an attractive option in construction, hospi Y,
sumporr o o {ourism, and sgebusines—al of wich el heawly on wnskled
taken from various sources. workers. As the anti-illegal immigration organization FAIR puts it,
el gt bt the US sconomy s the American wore i e g e
sveral ways. One of the most devasating s tht Hlgals take jobs ot bt com—
awayfrom cltizen and ega resident. Because they are often i iy
o take levs money than othrs would chrge..and i some casesfa
Less tha minimu wage —lega immizzants drve down wages so
s caens cannot compete with them.

Each viewpoint article

fens Tadng us. PrEIER.
workers to accept low] Jobs o), " Marchzor3. [t illegal

coprTo cupsoAr ]

Because of the difficulty of counting and verifying the illegal
population, it is difficult to quantify how many jobs go to illegal
immigrants that might otherwise have gone to citizens. Reasonable
estimates, such as from the Pew Research Center’s Hispanic Trends
Project (formerly the Pew Hispanic Center), puts the number of
illegals in the US workforce at about 11.5 million. The competition for
work only worsens for citizens when llegals are competing for scarce
jobs. A 2012 report by the Center for Immigration Studies (CIS) found
that, since January 2009, 2 million immigrants—both legal and illegal
—have gained employment, but employment of native-born US.
citizens only rose by 1 million during the same period. Those
unemployed citizens must often go on welfare to live at a subsistence
level while illegals are benefiting from a job an Ameri

should have.

workers who have other options. &

‘The main problem, then, is not the false idea that American citizens
are unwilling to work in menial jobs but that these Jobs are not
offered at even minimum wage. If immigration laws were more

All quoted materials
include easily accessed
footnotes.

consistently enforced so that employers could not get away with
hiring illegals, wages would go up. Once wages improved, more
Americans would take the work. In 2006, for example, federal agents
raided Swift & Company meatpacking plants in six states looking for
llegals. Illegal employees had stolen the identities of lawful US
citizens, using their Soclal Security numbers to obtain jobs at the
plants. About thirteen hundred workers were arrested and taken to
lities raids, Swi
management raised wages by $1.95 an hour, and once it di
ts attracted plenty of US workers. igration

(I | ecas areapRanONTHEEcoNow ________ | Without jobs here would be no gl Immigrarion ¢
ILicaLe aRe A DRAN ON THE EconoMy

n citizen

detention facilities, where most were deported. After th
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€ Spe ervic
for Undocumented Immigrants

Security, which ciizens recelve when they contbute. Though they .
send some of their money bac o thei country of oriin, 1 speaker/writer support - e
typically only about 15 percent of thelr Income. Most of their wages . . e e AP e SRS 800 S8 BRONGR 0
are spent on rent, food, and other essentials. Raul Hinojosa, a each viewpoint and en- RGO T 4TS 536 324,721 O cohOd o 5.
professo at the Universty o Calfornis, Los Angeles,estimates that -

::n:,::um of the wages of undocumented workers are spent in United courage critical reading. g s por o

1n fat,the argument 66 e

that the United States
subsidizes Latin

other

A5 the baby boomers retie, the post-

Amercts conomy sy hpeneass sy atod Each viewpoint is supported

il geerm— by a full-color captioned
infographic presenting statis-
tics and facts visually.

America subsidizes the
United States. Latin

Americans, for example,

hold 1.9 trillion assets In the United States and invest more than $100
billion each year in the US market. This is far more money than flows )
back across the border from illegal immigrants and dwarfs the
‘amount of money that the United States
countries. Americans need to understand that they actually benefit far
more from illegal immigration than do the countries of Latin America.

aid to these

Even the children of illegals who are born in the United States are an
‘economic boon to the nation. Every one of these children will grow.
into tax-paying members of soclety anc add their brains and brawn to
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Access infographics from
article or from issue
infographics gallery.
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All infographics include
citation, download,
share, and print tools.

_

Destination ¥ MG series

[EXPLORING ISSUES]

Undocumented Immigrants
o MG%100/sarios Pose a Threat to US Security
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Print friendly version of

infographics can easily e
be used as classroom
. Portrait -
materials.
Two-sided
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Print using system dialog... (\#P)
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Unauthorized Immigrant Population
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Each infographic presents
facts and statistics visually
and includes caption and
source.
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Student and teacher
resources include

downloadable classroom
activities and guides.
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statement,

writng.

'PDF | DOWNLOAD THE PDF
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Demographics

+ According to the 1BC, nearly half of all long:-term illegal immigrants
are homeowners, and more than three-fifths of llegal immigrants
have resided In the United States for more than ten years.

- Approximately 4.5 million native-born children have at least one
parent who is not authorized to reside in the United States.

- According to the group Immigration Works USA, more than half of
all illegal immigrants between the ages of twenty-five and sixty-four
have at least 2 high school diploma.

 Close to half of all adult illegal aliens live in homes with children
under the age of eighteen, according to the Hispanic Trends Project of
the Pew Research Center (formerly the Pew Hispanic Center).

Tllegal Immigration and the Economy

- According to 3 2013 Heritage Foundation report, proposed
immigration reform legislation, if passed, will cost taxpayers $6.3
trillon to implement.

- According to Glovanni Peri, an economist at the University of
California, Davis, llegal workers complement skilled laborers by
taking on routine tasks 5o that skilled workers can concentrate on
their higher-level jobs. In states with high immigration levels, skilled
workers made more money and worked more hous

0o
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Facts section for each
issue provides organized
facts and statistics for use
in discussion, writing, and
research.

Related Organizations and
Websites section provides
information about orga-
nizations involved in the
issue with website links.
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RELATED ORGANIZATIONS & WEBSITES

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

125 Broad St., 18th Floor

New York, NY 10004

phone: (212) 607-3300

website: wwiw.aclu.org

‘The American Civil Liberties Union works in the courts, legislatures,
and communities to preserve and defend the individual rights and
liberties that the Constitution of the United States guarantees to all
people. The ACLU's Immigrants’Rights Project addresses immigration
issues that include workplace rights, detention and deportation, and
discrimination.

American Immigration Control Foundation
0 Box 525

Monterey, VA 24465

website: www.aicfoundation.com

‘The American Immigration Control Foundation believes that
uncontrolled immigration into the United States poses a serlous threat
to the nation. The organization seeks to raise public awareness
through the production and distribution of numerous books,
pamphlets, fact sheets, and other educational materials.

Center for Immigration Studies (CIS)
1629 K St. NW, Suite 600
‘Washington, DC 20006

phone: (202) 466-8185
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FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

Books

Darrell Ankarlo, Hiegals: The Unacceptable Cost of America’s Failure to
Conrol Its Borders. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2010.

Jeb Bush and Clint Bolick, Immigration Wars: Forging an American
Solution. New York: Threshold, 2013

Julie Dowling and Jonathan Inda, eds., Governing Immigration Through
Crime: A Reader. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2013

Robert Lee Maril, The Fence: National Security, Public Safety, and lliegal
Immigration Along the U.S.Mexico Border. Lubbock: Texas Tech
University Press, 2011.

Marie Friedman Marquardt et al., Living “Iilegal”: The Human Face of
Unauthorized immigration. New York: New Press, 201.

Pilar Marrero, Killing the American Dream: How Anti-immigration
‘Extremists Are Destroying the Nation. New York: Palgrave Macmillan,
2012,

Bryan Roberts, Edward Alden, and John Whitley, Managing legal
Immigration to the United States: How Effective s Enforcement?, New York

Council on Foreign Relations, 2013.

Terry Greene Sterling, llegal: Life and Death in Arizona’s Immigration
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For Further Research
section includes books, peri-
odicals, and Internet sources
for additional information
with links.
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CONTENT

Unbiased and easy to use resource supports research papers,
debate preparation, persuasive essays, and class discussions
Promotes critical thinking and reading

Clean and accessible design invites users and helps them get the
information they need

Issue content includes both objective, unbiased overviews and
clear pro/con arguments

Debate at a Glance summarizes pro/con arguments’ main points
Numerous captioned, full color infographics and statistics sup-
port positions

Hundreds of primary and secondary source quotes with cita-
tion export

Growing collection of issues with updates as needed

STUDENTS

FEATURES

Related organizations with annotations and links
Google Drive and Google Classroom integration

Print, copy, PDF download, and share tools

Instant translation into 100 languages

Downloadable student and teacher guides for writing,
research, and class activities and discussions
MLA/APA citation tool for primary content
Responsive design optimized for use on mobile devices
and computers

24/7 unlimited user access

Free downloadable MARC records for cataloging available
$295 single site license, multi-site pricing available

o Easily research current issues for writing assignments, debates, and class projects.

« Download infographics for use in presentations and projects.
o Find documented quoted materials from both sides of an issue.
o Use related resources for additional research.

« Download student resources for assistance in critical reading and writing.

TEACHERS

o Easily prepare critical thinking lessons.

discussions.

Find a wealth of materials to use for classroom discussion, writing exercises, and issue analysis.

Get ideas for current issues classroom activities from downloadable teacher resources.

Incorporate materials into assignments and classroom activities using Google Classroom.

Use Exploring Issues materials such as Debate at a Glance, Facts, Focus Questions, and Infographics for classroom activities and

LIBRARIANS

« Provide your patrons with objective analysis and balanced pro-con discussion of today’s issues.
o Assist educators in integrating technology into the classroom and creating engaging critical thinking activities.
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This growing current issues database includes articles on these issues and more:

o Alternative Energy Cars  E-Cigarettes and Vaping

« Biofuels « Gun Control and Violence
« Biomedical Ethics o Illegal Immigration

o Cell Phones o Legalizing Marijuana

o Climate Change » Mass Shootings

o Cyberbullying o Social Networking

o Distracted Driving o Video Games and Violence

SPECS

Exploring Issues can be used on a Mac or PC platform. The database is responsive and has been optimized for mobile devices and
computers. A minimum of 512 MB of RAM is recommended. The last two versions of the following browsers are supported: Google
Chrome, Mozilla FireFox, Microsoft Edge, Internet Explorer, and Apple Safari for Mac OS X (macOS). The following mobile browsers
are supported: Safari (i0OS 7.0+), Google Chrome, and Android Browser (Android 4.0+).

Sign up for a free 30-Day Trial at www.referencepointdigital.com/exploringissues
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